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Warrants - Personal liberty and the interest of the State - The issuance of non-
bailable warrants involves interference with personal liberty - Arrest and
imprisonment means deprivation of the most precious right of an individual -
Therefore, the courts have to be extremely careful before issuing non-bailable
warrants - Just as liberty is precious for an individual so is the interest of the
society in maintaining law and order. Both are extremely important for the
survival of a civilised society. Sometimes in the larger interest of the public and
the State it becomes absolutely imperative to curtail freedom of an individual for
a certain period, only then the non-bailable warrants should be issued.

Held,

Civilised countries have recognised that liberty is the most precious of all the human rights.
The American Declaration of Independence, 1776, French Declaration of the Rights of Men
and the Citizen, 1789, Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, 1966 all speak with one voice—liberty is the natural
and inalienable right of every human being. Similarly, Article 21 of our Constitution
proclaims that no one shall be deprived of his liberty except in accordance with procedure
prescribed by law.
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