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Family Law  –  Marriage – A marriage is more than a seemingly simple union
between two individuals. As a social institution, all marriages have legal,
economic, cultural, and religious ramifications. The norms of a marriage and the
varying degrees of legitimacy it may acquire are dictated by factors such as
marriage and divorce laws, prevailing social norms, and religious dictates.
Functionally, marriages are seen as a site for the propagation of social and
cultural capital as they help in identifying kinship ties, regulating sexual
behaviour, and consolidating property and social prestige. Families are arranged
on the idea of a mutual expectation of support and amity which is meant to be
experienced and acknowledged amongst its members. Once this amity breaks
apart, the results can be highly devastating and stigmatizing. The primary
effects of such breakdown are felt especially by women, who may find it hard to
guarantee the same degree of social adjustment and support that they enjoyed
while they were married.
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