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Criminal Proceedings – Doctrine of res ipsa loquitur stricto sensu would not apply to a
criminal case as its applicability in an action for injury by negligence is well known.

“29. Such simplified and pragmatic application of the notion of res ipsa loquitur, as a part of
the general mode of inferring a fact in issue from another circumstantial fact is subject to
all the principles, the satisfaction of which is essential before an accused can be convicted
on the basis of circumstantial evidence alone. These are: Firstly, all the circumstances,
including the objective circumstances constituting the accident, from which the inference of
guilt is to be drawn, must be firmly established. Secondly, those circumstances must be of
a determinative tendency pointing unerringly towards the guilt of the accused. Thirdly, the
circumstances should make a chain so complete that they cannot reasonably raise any
other hypothesis save that of the accused’s guilt. That is to say, they should be
incompatible with his innocence, and inferentially exclude all reasonable doubt about his
guilt.”

Syad Akbar Vs. State of Karnataka, 1979 CriLJ 137


