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Siddharam Satlingappa Mhetre v. State of Maharashtra, Criminal Appeal No.2271 of
2010, the Hon’ble Supreme Court has insisted upon striking a perfect balance of sanctity of
an individual’s liberty as well as the interest of the society, in grant or refusing bail.

3. The society has a vital interest in grant or refusal of bail because every criminal offence
is the offence against the State. The order granting or refusing bail must reflect perfect
balance between the conflicting interests, namely, sanctity of individual liberty and the
interest of the society. The law of bails dovetails two conflicting interests namely, on the
one hand, the requirements of shielding the society from the hazards of those committing
crimes and potentiality of repeating the same crime while on bail and on the other hand
absolute adherence of the fundamental principle of criminal jurisprudence regarding
presumption of innocence of an accused until he is found guilty and the sanctity of
individual liberty.
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