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Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, S. 143(A), 145(2) – Non deposit of 20%
amount  –  Right to cross examine  – Nowhere contemplates that an accused who
had failed to deposit interim compensation could be fastened with any other
disability including denial of right to cross-examine the witnesses examined on
behalf of the complainant –  Any such order foreclosing the right would not be
within the powers conferred upon the court and would, as a matter of fact, go
well beyond the permissible exercise of power – Since the right to cross-examine
the respondent was denied to the Appellant, the decisions rendered by the
courts below suffer from an inherent infirmity and illegality.
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