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Delay in lodging the FIR cannot be the ground to deny justice to the victim –  In
cases of delay, the courts are required to examine the evidence with a closer
scrutiny and in doing so; the contents of the FIR should also be scrutinized more
carefully –  

If court finds that there is no indication of fabrication or it has not been
concocted or engineered to implicate innocent persons then, even if there is a
delay in lodging the FIR, the claim case cannot be dismissed merely on that
ground.

Held,  Knowing the Indian conditions as they are, we cannot expect a common man to first
rush to the Police Station immediately after an accident. Human nature and family
responsibilities occupy the mind of kith and kin to such an extent that they give more
importance to get the victim treated rather than to rush to the Police Station. Under such
circumstances, they are not expected to act mechanically with promptitude in lodging the
FIR with the Police. Delay in lodging the FIR thus, cannot be the ground to deny justice to
the victim.

Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (59 of 1988) S. 166 – FIR – Delay – Although lodging of
FIR is vital in deciding motor accident claim cases, delay in lodging the same
should not be treated as fatal for such proceedings, if claimant has been able to
demonstrate satisfactory and cogent reasons for it

–  There could be variety of reasons in genuine cases for delayed lodgment of FIR
–  Unless kith and kin of the victim are able to regain a certain level of tranquility
of mind and are composed to lodge it, even if, there is delay, the same deserves
to be condoned –  In such circumstances, the authenticity of the FIR assumes
much more significance than delay in lodging thereof supported by cogent
reasons.
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