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Ramlal v. Rewa Coalfields Ltd. AIR 1962 SC 361  Court held that: (AIR pp. 363-65)

“In construing Section 5 of the Limitation Act, it is relevant to bear in mind two important
considerations. The first consideration is that the expiration of period of limitation
prescribed for making an appeal gives rise to right in favour of the decree-holder to treat
the decree as binding between the parties and this legal right which has accrued to the
decree-holder by lapse of time should not be light-heartedly disturbed. The other
consideration which cannot be ignored is that if sufficient cause of excusing delay is shown
discretion is given to the court to condone the delay and admit the appeal. It is further
necessary to emphasise that even if the sufficient cause has been shown a party is not
entitled to the condonation of delay in question as a matter of right. The proof of a
sufficient cause is a condition precedent for the exercise of the discretionary jurisdiction
vested in the court by Section 5. This aspect of the matter naturally introduces the
consideration of all relevant facts and it is at this stage the diligence of the party or its bona
fides may fall for consideration.”
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