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practice and procedure  – Law declared by the higher court in the State is binding on authorities
and tribunals under its superintendence and they cannot ignore it – No Court or Tribunal and for
that matter any other authority can ignore the law stated by this Court – Such obedience would also
be conducive to their smooth working, otherwise there would be confusion in the administration of
law and the respect for law would irretrievably suffer. Priya Gupta and Another v. Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Others, (2013) 11 SCC 404, relied.

 “12. The government departments are no exception to the consequences of wilful disobedience of the orders
of the Court. Violation of the orders of the Court would be its disobedience and would invite action in
accordance with law. The orders passed by this Court are the law of the land in terms of Article 141 of the
Constitution of India. No Court or Tribunal and for that matter any other authority can ignore the law stated
by this Court. Such obedience would also be conducive to their smooth working, otherwise there would be
confusion in the administration of law and the respect for law would irretrievably suffer. There can be no
hesitation in holding that the law declared by the higher court in the State is binding on authorities and
tribunals under its superintendence and they cannot ignore it. This Court also expressed the view that it had
become necessary to reiterate that disrespect to the constitutional ethos and breach of discipline have a grave
impact on the credibility of judicial institution and encourages chance litigation. It must be remembered that
predictability and certainty are important hallmarks of judicial jurisprudence developed in this country, as
discipline is sine qua non for effective and efficient functioning of the judicial system. If the Courts command
others to act in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and to abide by the rule of law, it is not
possible to countenance violation of the constitutional principle by those who are required to lay down the law.
[Ref. East India Commercial Companies Ltd. v. Collector of Customs [AIR 1962 SC 1893] and Official
Liquidator v. Dayanand & Ors. [(2008) 10 SCC 1]”
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