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Hindu Marriage Act, 1955,Section 13B(2) – Object of .

Court must be satisfied that the parties were living separately for more than the statutory
period and all efforts at mediation and reconciliation have been tried and have failed and
there is no chance of reconciliation and further waiting period will only prolong their agony
– Object of the provision is to enable the parties to dissolve a marriage by consent if the
marriage has irretrievably broken down and to enable them to rehabilitate them as per
available options. The amendment was inspired by the thought that forcible perpetuation of
status of matrimony between unwilling partners did not serve any purpose. The object of
the cooling off the period was to safeguard against a hurried decision if there was otherwise
possibility of differences being reconciled. The object was not to perpetuate a purposeless
marriage or to prolong the agony of the parties when there was no chance of reconciliation.
Though every effort has to be made to save a marriage, if there are no chances of reunion
and there are chances of fresh rehabilitation, the Court should not be powerless in enabling
the parties to have a better option.
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