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Hindu marriage Act,  1955, S.13(1)(ia) – Cruelty – Denial of sexual relationship – Wilful
denial of sexual relationship by one spouse, when the other spouse is anxious, amounts to
cruelty – Decree of divorce confirmed. Held, refusal to have sexual intercourse amounts to
cruelty on the other party. A normal and healthy sexual relationship is one of the basic
ingredients of a happy and harmonious marriage. No doubt, if this is not possible due to
ill-health on the part of one of the spouses, it may not amount to cruelty, depending on the
circumstances of the case. But wilful denial of sexual relationship by a spouse, when the
other spouse is anxious for it, would amount to mental cruelty, especially when the parties
are young and newly married [Para 27]
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