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Changing perception of cruelty in matrimonial cases

“5. It will be necessary to bear in mind that there has been [a] marked change in the life
around us. In matrimonial duties and responsibilities in particular, we find a sea change.
They are of varying degrees from house to house or person to person. Therefore, when a
spouse makes complaint about the treatment of cruelty by the partner in life or relations,
the court should not search for standard in life. A set of facts stigmatised as cruelty in one
case may not be so in another case. The cruelty alleged may largely depend upon the type
of life the parties are accustomed to or their economic and social conditions. It may also
depend upon their culture and human values to which they attach importance. We, the
Judges and lawyers, therefore, should not import our own notions of life. We may not go in
parallel with them. There may be a generation gap between us and the parties.”

Shobha Rani v. Madhukar Reddl. 1988 1 SCC 105
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